Homosexual Hangings
"We don't have homosexuals, like in your country. I don't know who told you that," said Iranian ex-President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad.
Between 1979 and 1990, there are records of 107 executions for homosexuality in Iran. Any sexual relationship other than heterosexual marriage is strictly illegal, and the maximum punishment is death. There are no exceptions made for those who did not consent to homosexual activity. 


Two male Iranian teenagers, thought to be 16 and 18, were hung in 2005 for allegedly raping a 13-year-old boy, but many arrows point towards the real reason being that they were gay. One 20-year-old man was executed for the supposed rape of three teenage boys when he himself was only 13, although all the witnesses had withdrawn their testimony. An Iranian MP said that gays should be tortured and executed. 

                         
Many men feel forced into sex changes because of their sexual orientation. The Iranian government encourages this, and even goes so far as to provide financial backing to do so. However, many of those who have had the operation say that they would not have chosen to if they didn’t live in Iran. Many parents of those who get sex changes are sorely disappointed with their children – some go as far as disownment and even death threats. 

Now Iranian Mehdi Kazemi’s claim for asylum has been turned down by Britain and Holland. His boyfriend named him as homosexual before he [the boyfriend] was executed, and so if Kazemi returns to Iran he will be executed, too. Gay rights activists have been protesting across Europe, but the ears of the politicians concerned are closed to their pleas. Kazemi (19) is said to be considering an appeal to the European Court.

                                

 
Mehdi Kazemi
One British person said that the execution of gays was “absolutely against human rights – everybody is entitled to their own sexuality”, while another commented that it was “totally unacceptable”. A third opinion was that “people can live their life the way that they want to”. 
The international community needs to make a strong stand against Iran’s disgusting treatment of homosexuals, and it is of vital importance that Mehdi Kazemi is allowed to stay on somewhere in Europe. Iran’s stance towards the homosexual community is appalling, and something must be done about it before more innocent lives are taken. 
