Supermarket in Kelso; aye or naw?
Interview with Paul Burton, businessman in Kelso
Historically the introduction of edge of town supermarkets to market towns has sounded the death knell to these towns. Shops close one by one due to the supermarkets better parking, lower prices and greater range under one roof. This is likely to happen in Kelso as new supermarket plans reach the final stages.
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We interviewed Paul Burton who is a local businessman who will be heavily affected by the opening of a large new supermarket in Kelso -whether it is either Sainsbury’s or Tesco. He has a warehouse at Pinnaclehill industrial estate and would have to relocate to a different site if the plans were to go ahead. Mr Burton told us how a new supermarket would affect his business and his own opinions on the matter. He felt that there is a market for another supermarket in Kelso because at the moment not all of the shops cater for everything – the way a new supermarket would. Mr Burton doesn’t worry greatly about the environmental impact a new supermarket would bring, as he says other buildings don’t worry about the environment and no one has a choice in the matter. Being a drink wholesaler he is slightly worried about the effects on his business if the new store were to offer low prices. There is no other Sainsbury’s in the area and therefore it would bring more people to Kelso, and also Tesco constantly wants to expand and always tries to keep other supermarkets out of the game. So for Mr Burton, Sainsbury’s is the best store, mainly because it would be a great benefit to Kelso and the surrounding area.

As well as interviewing Mr Burton, we also asked local residents and shopkeepers for their opinions on the proposed developments.  Here are the local residents’ opinions: 
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However, the shopkeepers had different ideas and many were worried that a supermarket would affect their business.
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In compliance with the statistics, the majority of local residents think that Kelso needs a new supermarket, and also agree that Sainsbury’s is the best option for a new Kelso store. Whichever supermarket is built, it’s clear that Kelso is to be a new site of commerce; however, whether this is a good thing for this small town is yet to be discovered.
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