Kelso Civic Week

For most people in who live in Kelso summer means, civic week. The one week of the year when all the towns’ people unite and have a good time. But for those of you who don’t live in Bonnie Kelsea toon I better explain what Kelso Civic Week is. 


Kelso Civic Week started out as an annual shopping week organized by the local shop keepers more than seventy years ago. It has now evolved into an action packed week with, five different rides on horse back, a family day, a children’s sports day and a grand ball. All this is headed by the Kelso Laddie who is a young man who has been voted by the other Laddies who have had the privilege before hand. There are not  many requirements to be elected Kelso Laddie: you have to be an unmarried man who has lived in Kelso all his life and be under 25.

Although, Civic week is great, there are two big momentous events, these are the colour bussing and the ride to Yeltholm The colour bussing takes place on the Wednesday night in the town square, where most of the town gather to watch this individual cermony. The Kelso Laddie carries the burgh standard (flag) from the stage into the middle of the square, then dips it to the four corners of the square to the music, “Bonnie, Bonnie, Kelsea,  Toon”. When he dips the flag to each corner, a young girl of about twelve years old will tie a blue or white ribbon on the flag to represent, freedom, honour, valour or wisdom. After this is completed the laddie then thrusts the standard in the air and bellows the town’s motto, “Dae rich, fear noct” which then echo’s round the town. The ride to Yeltholm closes Civic Week, about 200-300 horses leave the town at 8:30am for a nine hour round horse ride. The whole town follows the ride and the town is practically deserted.

So if you fancy a carefree weeks holiday in a glorious, historical town then look no further than Kelso.  During this week in July the sun normally shines and there is a real party atmosphere. Also there is the added bonus of bonnie young men riding around on noble steeds!!!!
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