Scarlett Keeling

On the 18th of February 2008, 15 year old Scarlett Keeling from Bideford, Devon was found dead  on a beach in Anjuna, Goa during an extended family holiday. 


On going investigations, driven forward by her mother, are indicating that foul play was the cause of her death. Two local criminals are in custody accused of drugging and raping Ms Keeling. 

 Even though her death is undoubtedly a tragedy it poses the questions of, why was she out in Goa  right in the middle of her fourth year at school with just a couple of months to go to her exams?, Who was looking after her? And why was she involved in under age drinking, drug taking and alleged sexual activates? 

We wanted to find out the procedure that would be involved if one of the pupils here at Kelso High School went on holiday at this stage of the term and what the senior management team would think of this situation. The School said that if a pupil asked for a holiday during term time that they would have to have parental consent to be allowed out of school. They also said that they wouldn’t recommend taking a child out of school during term time but they wouldn’t stop parents taking their child out. In this case there should have quicker reaction and a fuller investigation which would have prevented this horrific incident from ever happening in the first place.  
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